
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Save the Date – January 23 – Ministry Workshop on Eucharist & Evangelization: 

 

Thanks to our CLADD Leadership Team 

(Theresa, Kelly, Bernie, Jane Ann, Julie and Tom) 

the idea surfaced last summer to have 

programming this year focused on renewing the 

essential relationship of liturgy and 

evangelization.  We began working with Father 

Trevor Chicoine and approached one of the top 

experts in the nation, Father Paul Turner.  The 

result of this work is a professional ministry 

development workshop focused on pastoral 

renewal that is designed for the entire parish 

leadership team (pastor; deacons; pastoral 

musicians and liturgists; leaders in religious 

education, youth ministry, RCIA and sacramental 

preparation; Catholic School administrators, and 

pastoral associates).  Given the recent surveys 

from the Pew Research Center and CARA, this topic is a reminder of the importance for all our 

ministries to work together connecting Eucharist with Evangelization.   

 

Attached is the ministry workshop flyer with more details about the program.   

 

This ministry workshop is free and sponsored by the Diocesan Department of Evangelization 

working with the Offices of Family Life Ministry, Worship and CLADD.  Bishop Joensen is 

joining us for part of the day and is appreciative of our pastoral efforts.   

 

Register today by returning the bottom portion of the flyer to Sherri Simmer at the Pastoral 

Center offices or registering your parish team, or yourself, by e-mailing her at 

ssimmer@dmdiocese.org.   

 

 

 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
December 11, 2019 Edition 

mailto:ssimmer@dmdiocese.org


Welcome Patty Origer to the Diocese as the new coordinator for Persons with Disability 

Ministry: 

 

We welcome Patty to the Pastoral Center staff 

beginning on Friday, December 6, 2019.  Patty is 

helping us launch our new diocesan ministry 

outreach to persons with disability and their 

families.  Her professionalism blended with the 

experience and passion of parenting a special 

needs son impressed the entire interview team 

and Bishop Joensen.  We look forward to 

introducing you to Patty within the next few 

weeks.  Although her role is parked in the 

Evangelization and Catechesis Department, the 

Persons with Disability Ministry position will work with every department and office in the 

Pastoral Center and partner with our parish communities.   

  

Please reach out to Patty and introduce yourself.  You can reach Patty at poriger@dmdiocese.org 

or by calling her at 515-237-5073. 

 

Christmas Gifts ideas for your ministry volunteers and catechists from Loyola Press (and 

save 30%): 

 

Loyola Press has the perfect gift for 

everyone on your list.  Find inspiring 

memoirs, daily devotionals, comforting 

plush figures, and more to fill stockings 

or put under the tree this year. And, for a 

limited time, these select, faith-filled 

gifts from Loyola Press are 30% off! 

 

The discount is applied at checkout.  Shipping and handling are additional.  Use promo code 

5152 when ordering by phone to receive this offer. Cannot be combined with other offers.  This 

Loyola Press offer expires 1/1/2020. 

 

Use this link to view the resources that are available. 

 

Christus Vivit recordings from NFCYM are available on line in English and Spanish.   

 

Enjoy both an English and Spanish 

reading of “Christus Vivit” a Post-

Synodal Exhortation to Young People 

and to the entire People of God.  

Thanks to the support of ODB Films, 

NFCYM is able to provide all with the 

audiobook of this exhortation chapter by chapter, read in English by Ansel Augustine, D.Min, 

mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
https://www.loyolapress.com/products/special-offers/christmas-gift-guide?utm_source=NCCL&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ssnl&utm_content=cmas-giftguide


and in Spanish by Brenda Noriega, Young Adults Programs Coordinator in the Office of 

Ministry with Young Catholics in the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Bernardino.  

 

ENGLISH      ESPAÑOL 

 

Be sure to view all the Christus Vivit resources Here.  More to come! 

 

Totus Tuus Update for Summer 2020: 

 

Totus Tuus teams from the Diocese of Des 

Moines is on hold partly due to the bishop 

transition, Bishop Joensen has asked that we 

not move forward immediately on some 

initiatives that Bishop Pates had approved 

near the end of his time with us.  This will 

allow Bishop Joensen to really understand 

the ministry landscape and what role the 

Pastoral Center initiatives fit into this 

picture.  This doesn’t mean that it will never 

happen.  In fact, I am continuing to learn 

more about Totus Tuus management, creating timelines and proposed budgets anticipating we 

will have a green light perhaps for summer 2021. 

 

My counsel to you is to consider hiring a team from Lincoln or the Archdiocese of Dubuque for 

summer 2020.  I can connect you with the leadership team in these dioceses if you do not already 

have their e-mails.  Please just have the team forward their safe environment paperwork to me 

for our records.   

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.   

 

 

https://nfcym.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea246c1ca8872884ccb570400&id=d4c2a8776c&e=8012be47e2
https://nfcym.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea246c1ca8872884ccb570400&id=41371f76f8&e=8012be47e2
https://nfcym.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea246c1ca8872884ccb570400&id=79b84e6fea&e=8012be47e2

